cross, with many marble columns. Over which he ad-
justed another triforium of other materials, and also the
upper windows. And in the nest place, three claves of the
great vault, from the tower, namely, as far as the crosses.
All which things appeared to us and to all who saw them,
incomparable and most worthy of praise. And at so
glorious a beginning we rejoiced and conceived good
hopes of the end, and provided for the acceleration of the
work with diligence and spirit. Thus was the third year
occupied and the beginning of the fourth.
In the summer of which, commencing from the cross,
he erected ten pillars, that is, on each side five. Of which
the two first were ornamented with marble columns
to correspond with the other two principal ones.
Upon these ten he placed the arches and vaults. And
having, in the nest place, completed on both sides the
triforia and upper windows, he was, at the beginning of
the fifth year, in the act of preparing with machines for
the turning of the great vault, when suddenly the beams
broke under his feet, and he fell to the ground, stones
and limbers accompanying his fall, from the height of
the capitals of the upper vault, that is to say, of fifty feet.
Thus sorely bruised by the blows from the beams and
stones, he was rendered helpless alike to himself and for
the work.
The master, thus hurt, remained in bed for some time
under medical care in expectation of recovering, but was
deceived in this hope, for his health amended not. Never-
theless, as the whiter approached, and it was necessary
to finish the upper vault, he gave charge of the work to a
certain ingenious and industrious monk, who was the
overseer of the masons. But the master reclining in bed
commanded all things that should be done in order.
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